
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

75 Hawthorne Street 
Sun Francisco, CA 94105 

August 13, ,2004 

Mr. Bob Eckart 
Bureau of Reclamation 
MP- 150 
2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA. 95825 

RECEIVED 

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Water Transfer 
Program for the San Joaquin Riv'er Exchange Contractors Water 
Authority 2005 - 2014 (CEQ# 040278) 

Dear Mr. Eckart: 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the above-referenced 
document pursuant to the National ~nvironmental Policy Act (NEPA), Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and Section 309 of the 
Clean Air Act. Our detailed comments are enclosed. 

We commend the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) and Exchange Contractors for proposing 
to provide water for transfer to improve water supply reliability for areas served by the Central 
Valley Roject (CVP). If carefully implemented, this purpose can be carried out while also 
attending to other issues in the region, notably management of agricultural drainage and water 
quality to protect beneficial uses. In the San Joaquin Basin, because of the interrelated problems 
of short water supplies, instream flow deficits, and water quality impairments; actions such as the 
transfer proposal which could alter the distribution; timing, and quality of water in the Basin, 
need careful design and coordination with other water quality, quantity, and drainage programs. 
Providing these concerns are adequately taken into account, we support water management 
practices that increase the reliability of scarce existing water supplies and provide for flexibility 
in the allocation, management, and use of the water supply. 

We note that the DEIS provides limited information about water quality issues which the 
Exchange Contractors and potential in-basin transfer recipients are trying to address and which 
could affect the transfer proposal. The Final EIS (FEIS) should discuss the relationship between 
the proposed transfer program and measures currently underway in the San Joaquin Valley for 
water quality improvement, such as the saltlboron Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
program, management, of agricultural drainage, and implementation of the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board irrigated lands conditional waiver requirements. The FEIS should also 
explain if there are potential direct and indirect effects to wetlands from conservation measures 
(e.g., modification of tailwater recovery ponds and construction of pump stations). Although the 


















